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simultaneously, Garcia de Sousa observed to the Governor,
it would be impossible to keep them out. " Mind your own
business!" was what his reply amounted to, but Albuquerque
knew the danger quite well.

He himself was trying desperately to be everywhere at
once, visiting the passes and strengthening the city wall.
The native troops gave much cause for anxiety, as they
could not be sufficiently interested to make any sort of
sacrifice. Albuquerque kept moving them from one post to
another, that they might have no time to hatch plots with
their compatriots across the water. The chief danger was
of course by night. Under cover of darkness it would be easy
for the enemy to slip across the river unobserved.

That is exactly what happened. On a black and stormy
night in May, when the howling wind and sheets of tropical
rain blotted out sight and sound, Idalcan's men slipped over
in rafts. Eight hundred had already crossed and as many
more were on the way before their movements were heard
above the raging of the elements. The men on watch all
sprang to arms and the boats and galleys rushed to intervene.
There was a furious struggle at every pass, rafts were cap-
sized and Turks were drowned, but all too late. As they
landed the Moslems engaged the Portuguese and while they
fought the rest of their companions crossed. The island was
overrun and there was nothing left but to defend the town.

This was a fairly hopeless business. The wall was still
too low and there were insufficient men to post all round.
Albuquerque concentrated them at all the weakest spots,
and there the days and nights were spent repulsing attacks.
The enemy, in seemingly unending reinforcements, kept on
attacking, and filled the intervals between assaults by shoot-
ing arrows. The weary men upon the wall had rarely any
peace. If they had little rest, the Governor had none. He
lived on horseback for days and nights on end, riding round
the wall to supervise and to encourage the defence. His
meals were snacks eateix without dismounting, and sleep he